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	USES

This medication is an anesthetic used on the skin to relieve itching and pain associated with various skin disorders such as insect bites, burns, scrapes, plant poisonings, hemorrhoids. Lidocaine may also be used to relieve irritation and inflammation in the mouth and throat. Some forms of this medication are used during certain procedures to reduce pain.

HOW TO USE

This medication is for external use only. To use the ointment, cream, lotion or gel on the skin, clean and dry the affected area as directed. For best results, apply a thin layer of medicine on the skin. You may use gloves or an applicator to apply the medicine as directed. Wash hands after use. Avoid contact with the eyes. Do not use more than prescribed, use this more often or for longer than prescribed. Your condition will not improve faster, but side effects may be increased. Spray: Shake well before using. While holding the canister 3-5 inches (8-13 cm) from the affected area, spray until wet. If the affected area is on the face, spray the medication onto your hand and apply to the face. Do not spray near your eyes, nose or mouth.

SIDE EFFECTS

Notify your doctor promptly if you develop any of these symptoms: stinging, burning, redness, tenderness, swelling, rash. If you notice other effects not listed above, contact your doctor or pharmacist.

PRECAUTIONS

Before using lidocaine, tell your doctor or pharmacist if you are allergic to it; or to other amide type anesthetics; or if you have any other allergies. This medication should not be used if you have certain medical conditions. Before using this medicine, consult your doctor or pharmacist if you have: bacterial infection in the area where lidocaine is to be used, damaged mucous membranes (e.g., nose, mouth, anal area). Before using this medication, tell your doctor or pharmacist your medical history, especially of: heart disease. Caution is advised when using this drug in the elderly because they may be more sensitive to its effects. Caution is advised when using this drug in children because they may be more sensitive to its effects. Tell your doctor if you are pregnant before using this medication. It is not known whether this drug passes into breast milk. Consult your doctor before breast-feeding.

DRUG INTERACTIONS

Before using this medication, tell your doctor or pharmacist of all prescription and nonprescription/herbal products you may use. Do not start or stop any medicine without doctor or pharmacist approval.

OVERDOSE

If overdose is suspected, contact your local poison control center or emergency room immediately. US residents can call the US national poison hotline at 1-800-222-1222. Canadian residents should call their local poison control center directly. This medicine may be harmful if swallowed.

MISSED DOSE

If you miss a dose, apply it as soon as remembered; do not apply it if it is near the time for the next dose, instead, skip the missed dose and resume your usual dosing schedule. Do not "double-up" the dose to catch up.

STORAGE

Store at room temperature between 59 and 86 degrees F (15 to 30 degrees C) away from light and moisture. Do not freeze. Check the expiration date on the container and discard any unused medication after that date. Keep the spray away from heat and open flames. Because the contents of the canister are under pressure, do not puncture the container. Keep all medicines away from children and pets.
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